
 

 

 
 

In Association with the Liederkranz Foundation  
 
 

2025  International  Vocal Competi t ion 
F o r  Y o u n g  O p e r a  S i n g e r s   

APPLICATION  
 Preliminaries, March 10,11,12, 13 and Finals, March 14, 2025 (21-32 years of age only) 
 
 
 
 
The Gerda Lissner Foundation supports singers who have solid educational backgrounds and a broad list 

of opera house and festival credits - singers who are therefore ready to perform on major regional, 
national, and international stages. 

 
 
 
*International Students/Non-Resident Aliens: follow the links below for information regarding applying for 
the IVC 2025. 
 
IRS Regulations 
Form W7 
Form W7 Instructions  
 
 
Collaborative Pianist: Arlene Shrut http://www.arleneshrut.com/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All details related to this competition are subject to change. 
 
 

15 East 65th Street New York, NY, 10065 Tel: 212.826.6100 Email: mail@gerdalissner.org  www.gerdalissner.org

https://app.gerdalissner.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/IRSregulations.pdf
https://app.gerdalissner.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/fw7.pdf
https://app.gerdalissner.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/iw7.pdf
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Please read carefully! All information must be provided. Any omission will render this application ineligible. 
APPLICATION MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN January 2, 2025, AT 3PM (EST)  

General Information 
2025 Competition Dates: 
• Preliminaries, March 10,11,12, 13 and Finals, March 14, 2025 (21-32 years of age only) 
Location: The Kosciuszko Foundation, 15 East 65th Street New York NY 10065 

 

Rules:     
    •     Former Gerda Lissner Foundation, Top, 1st and 2nd prize winners cannot re-apply.  
    (Applicants must be between 21 and 32 years of age, NO OLDER than 32 by the first day of competition to be eligible for the competition). 

• Please submit typed applications; handwritten applications will not be accepted. 
• Applicants are encouraged to submit standard arias from the 18 th to the 20 th centuries unless bringing your own pianist to the audition. 
• One of your arias may be from Operetta or Zarzuela. 
• Oratorio excerpts, Cantatas and Concert Arias are not eligible. 
• Cut versions up to 5 minutes in length of longer arias are acceptable. If your opening arias is longer than 5 minutes, you may be stopped by 

the Judges. 
• Repertoire once submitted on your application form cannot be changed. 

• Auditioners must be available in person to The Gerda Lissner Foundation 
a.) On your assigned audition dates, both preliminaries and finals are from 10:15 am to 5:00 pm. 
 b.) At Winners Concert to receive your award, Wednesday April 30, 6:30 PM at Zankel Hall Carnegie Hall 

• Top award winners who will be presented in concert MUST be within 20 miles of Zankel Hall the night before the concert. 
Failure to comply with the performance requirements of the award is considered a material noncompliance with the terms of the award.  Noncompliance may result in the 
withholding of payments associated with the award, termination of the current award, and/or withholding of any future award.  Unless the recipient receives written consent from 
the Foundation permitting an absence, any failure to perform, failure to comply with the performance or attendance requirements of the award, or any unexcused absence may 
constitute an unsatisfactory performance of the award and preclude participation in any future award competitions. 

• A collaborative pianist will be provided at no cost.  If you prefer, you may bring your own pianist.  Please bring paper copies of your music in a binder for 
the pianist.  No Ipads or other electronic formats accepted. Arlene Shrut http://www.arleneshrut.com/ 

• The Gerda Lissner Foundation is not responsible for blocked or undelivered e-mails. 
• There is no fee to enter the competition. Late and incomplete applications will not be considered. 

• Early submissions are encouraged; the total number of participants in the competition is limited. 
• Submission of the application does not guarantee an audition or grant. 
• Eligible participants ONLY will be advised of the date and time for the audition by e-mail. (if you are not notified of an audition date by 

February 14, 2025, you are not accepted to participate in this year’s competition).  

Required Materials: 
All applicants must submit the following materials by e-mail in order to be considered for the competition: Late, ineligible, and incomplete 
applications will not be reviewed! 
(The Gerda Lissner Foundation is not responsible for blocked or undelivered e-mails) 

1. Application, signed and dated (handwritten applications will not be accepted) 
2. Resume (UPDATED and single-page) 
3. A sample of recent opera and concert reviews if available 
4. Recent Color Headshot (JPEG; 1-3 MB file size, NO HEIC FILE) 
5. A copy of passport, driver’s license or birth certificate (NO HEIC FILE) 
6. ONE current signed letter of recommendation attached. 
7. Email materials to: mail@gerdalissner.org 

Awards:  
Top Prize 

 
$ 17,000 (sponsored by The Liederkranz Foundation) 

First Prize $ 12,000 
Second Prize $ 7,500 
Third Prize $ 5,000 
Grants $ 2,000 
Encouragements 

 
$ 1,000 


